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Dear Barksdale Community, 
 
We are excited to invite you to the first parent-teacher conferences for the year. The students will be out of school on 
October 15, 2010, so the teachers are able to meet with their parents. This is a very important day for teachers and 
parents. It is an opportunity for us to commit to the teamwork that makes our students successful. Research shows 
that parent involvement has a critical effect on childrenôs learning, attitudes about school and aspirations. We hope 
that you will put your childôs conference on your calendar and plan to attend.   
 
While the teachers spend a great deal of time preparing for their conferences, it is important that you, too, plan in ad-
vance. Iôve listed several suggestions for parents to keep in mind as they prepare for the conference.  

Prior to the conference:  

¶ Write down questions you want to 
discuss. 

¶ Talk with your child about the fact 
that you have a meeting with the 
teacher. Ask the child if he/she has 
any concerns. Discuss what the 
child believes are his/her suc-
cesses, likes and dislikes about 
school. Ask if there are any prob-
lems you should discuss with the 
teacher. 

¶ Be prepared to talk and listen dur-
ing the conference. What goes on 
at home affects how well a child 
does in school. Be sure to let the 
teacher know about key events 
such as a separation or divorce, 
family illness, new baby, death in 
the family, loss of a beloved pet, 
etc. It is not necessary to share all 
your personal business, but it will 
help you childôs teacher to know 
about important events that may 
affect your childôs performance. 

 

At the conference:  

¶ Arrive on time and stay only for the 
amount of time scheduled for your 
appointment. If important ques-
tions have not been discussed, ask 
for a future appointment. Overstay-
ing your allotted time can put the 
teacher in an awkward position 
with other parents. 

¶ Try to relax. 

¶ Talk about your childôs interests 
and any special information that 
he/she wanted discussed. 

¶ Make notes about the discussion 
during the conference to review 
with your child. 

¶ Ask the teacher for her/his views 
on needed improvements. 

¶ Ask the teacher to explain anything 
you do not understand. 

¶ Summarize your understanding of 
your childôs progress and your 
childôs teacherôs comments to 
make sure you and the teacher are 
in agreement. 

¶ Follow up on any plan of action 
agreed on by you and your childôs 
teacher. Stay in touch with the 
teacher. If you think of additional 
questions later, send a note, email, 
or leave a message at the school 
for the teacher to call you. 

 
After the conference:  

¶ Discuss with your child what was 
said during the conference. Be 
sure to emphasize any positive 
comments the teacher made. 

¶ Talk with your child about strate-
gies for improvement in academic 
areas and about other topics such 
as discipline issues, school activi-
ties that might interest your child, 
work habits, getting along with 
classmatesðwhatever topics were 
discussed during the conference. 

¶ Use this as a chance to praise 
your child and to demonstrate in-
terest in your childôs life.  

 

* Taken from ñInsights for Parentsò 

Together, we can work to create a positive and productive learning environment for our children. See you on October 15!  

Pamela Murray 
Principal 



Dear Barksdale Families, 
 
Happy autumn! It is hard to believe that we already have 5 weeks of school under our belt. 
I say ñweò loosely, for although Iôm not the one taking classes, I canôt help but feel a bit like 
a student as I tutor my 9th grader with Geometryðand I have to consult the textbook for a 
refresher! Your PTA has been busy as well this past month. Weôve begun our Spanish 
Program , had three Spirit Nights , kicked off the Reflections Contest , hosted a fabulously fantastic 
Fall Picnic , started designing the Yearbook , ordered (and delivered) 700 pieces of Spirit Wear , and 
we are preparing to start our Chess Program  tomorrow! We had a great turnout for our Newcomerôs 
Lunch  and Volunteer Orientation  on September 14th, and weôve had a good response for Study  
Buddies . You have helped our Outreach  team collect over 500 cans of food for the local Food Pantry. 
Thanks to all of you who have volunteered to work in the Office , Library , Workroom , and assembled 
our last paper YO packs! 
As we move into October, we invite you all to Family Art Night  on the 5th. On October 12, we are 
looking forward to partnering with the school to host an anti -bullying assembly . In conjunction with 
the anti-bullying initiative, all of the students and staff will receive a t-shirt that they will be asked to 
wear on certain days of the school year. These shirts will help support the message of not putting up 
with being put down by others. The PTA is delighted to be able to provide these shirts for our students 
and staff members. We celebrate the end of the first 9 weeks with Teacher Treats  for all of our Staff  
Members on the 13thðand we plan to pass out our Student Directory  during Parent-Teacher Confer-
ences on the 15th. Red Ribbon Week  begins the third week of Octoberðincluding an early morning 
Rally  on the 21st. 
It is a busy monthðand we can always use volunteers. Please do not hesitate to call me if you need 
more information, or have a question about any of the programs or activities we sponsor.  
 
Susan Valesano 
president@barksdalepta.org   Phone: 972-473-8095 

              From the Presidenté 

Early Release @ Noon on October 14 

Teacher Treats 

 
Our first teacher/staff lunch is  
October 13. If you would like to  

donate food or drinks, or if you are cleared to volun-
teer and would like to help serve, please contact 

Stephany Pencsak at  
appreciation@barksdalepta.org   Parent Teacher  

Conferences  

October 15  

No School!!  

mailto:president@barksdalepta.org
mailto:appreciation@barksdalepta.org


              School News 

Mark your calendars NOW  

for the Fall BOOK FAIR!  
 

November 15 -19 in the Barksdale Library  

and donôt forget about the annual 

Pajama Party  

Monday, November 15 th  from 6:00 -7:00 pm  
Wear your pjs, listen to great stories, browse the book fair!  

 

If youôd like to volunteer, contact Carrie Ziegelbein at 

bookfair@barksdalepta.org  

 

Join us bright and early for 
the 9th Annual . . . 

Be All that You Can Be 
Barksdale Red Ribbon Rally 
Be All that You Can Be and just 

say NO to drugs! 
 

Fresh hot coffee on hand from Starbucks. Rally will 
start at 7:00 a.m. sharp!!! 

Meet at The Shops at Willow Bend 
LǘΩǎ /ǊŀȊȅ IŀƛǊ 5ŀȅΗΗΗ  ²ŜŀǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƛǊ ŎǊŀȊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

rally. 
Bring your homemade posters for the Poster  

Contest and one  
student will win a prize from each grade level. 

If you have any questions, contact Brenna Vivier at  
214-384-4273. 

See you there!!! 

We are well into the new school year and 
there are many new items at the School 

Store!  In addition to fun merchandise like 
cute pens and good-smelling erasers, 

weõve also got essential school supplies like 
folders, notebooks and glue.  Come and 

do a little shopping for school materials or 
items for your home office.  Best of all, 

everything is reasonably priced AND the 
PTA benefits.  The School Store will be 

open from Tuesday through Friday 7:30ð
7:45 am, just outside the cafeteria doors. 
If you have a few minutes to spare in the 
morning and would like to volunteer at 

the school store, please contact Maria Ruiz 
at store@barksdalepta.org. 

Barksdale 

School Store 
TueðFri 7:30ð7:45 am 

Spirit Night at Yogurtville on October 25  
 

Meet up with friends and help your school at the same time!!   



              Volunteers at Barksdale 

 
Barksdaleõs PTA Volunteer of the 

Month òVOMó 
 

 

Congratulations to Susan Schwartz! Susan is our September Volunteer of the 

Month. Susan has not only taken on the role of our 2010 - 2011 Treasurer, she also 

designed our new spirit wear, helped setup and work Packet Pickup, and was in 

charge of school supply sales. She has even begun volunteering in the front office.  

Susan has two children at Barksdale. Drew is in Kindergarten in Ms. Brunkowõs class 

and David is in 4 th  grade in Mrs. Howardõs class. Enjoy your parking spot for the 

month of October. We appreciate your time and all your hard work!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calling all parents, grandparents and caregivers!  It is not too 
late to volunteer at Barksdale.  Just fill out the yellow forms 
that were included in your childõs manila envelope from Packet 

Pickup, and send them to school with your student.  If you 
have misplaced your yellow forms, please contact Denise 
Stavely at volunteers@barksdalepta.org and she will get a 

copy to you.  We would love to have you be part of our  
volunteer team this school year. 

mailto:volunteers@barksdalepta.org


              Volunteers at Barksdale 

Kindergarten HR Coordinator

Wkrm coord. Nancy Strickland

Teacher HR Parent HR Asst.

Brunkow KG Lisa Heien Janelle Landry

Haning KG Monica Gautam Jaya Dalal

Hood KG Kristy Theis Katherine Rodriguez

Rushing KG Keri Bowers Emily Hill

1st Grade Hr Coordinator Melissa Massey

Wkrm coord. Carrie Ziegelbein

Teacher grade HR Parent HR Asst.

Carr 1st Jennifer Brokaw Danielle Kubat

Goodlin 1st Janet Reid Nancy Lovnander

McCasland 1st Kirsten Kaminski Marcella Bailey

Rosiles 1st Nadia Christian Sharon Akers

Lopez 1st Rita Clark Carla Gravenkemper

Salmon 1st  Ginger Cox Heather Anderson

2nd Grade HR Coordinator Amy Roberts

Wkrm coord.

Teacher grade HR Parent HR Asst.

Kimbrough 2nd Jamie Hanna Kari Rabe

Rodriguez 2nd Tiffani Lau Amie Smith

Rosser 2nd Patty Soerens Kisha Mottley

Rydbeck 2nd Christy Fields Sandie Wong

Smith 2nd Kim Johnson Sharmeela Saulsberry

3rd Grade HR Coordinator Sherri Arvin

Wkrm coord. Angie Lohr

Teacher grade HR Parent HR Asst.

Kriss 3rd June Deibel Ashley McClain

Patel 3rd Liz Jackson Julie Haldeman

Rosen 3rd Melissa Finetto Julie Forrer

Russell 3rd Lisa Olschwanger Christine Rowland

Ledsome 3rd Adrienne Hixon Yasmine Hashem

4th Grade HR Coordinator Kelly Boyd

Wkrm coord. Sharmeela Saulsberry

Teacher grade HR Parent HR Asst.

Durrett 4th Alice Brumback Tina Young

Horton 4th Denise Stavely Debbie Patton

Howard 4th Sharon Wertz Rakeina Coleman

Manuel 4th Sandy McGuire Aggie Morgenthal

Pope 4th Stephany Pencsak Laura Poetschke

5th Grade HR Coordinator Leslie Roetzel

Wkrm coord. Cindy Duggan

Events Chair. Patti Gunnels

Teacher grade HR Parent HR Asst.

Alexander 5th Wana Roos Sheryl Pidgeon

Disney 5th Julie Rinker Cathy Scaturro

Bird 5th Sandra Thomas Gloria Franco

Litman 5th Cindy Duggan Michelle Sorsby

McWhirter 5th Stephanie Lockerbie Elizabeth Lenart

" GTFD #QNMBN y5G@MJR X½@KK{x SN SGD ENKKNVHMF O@QDMSR VGN @QD UNKTMSDDQHMF 

on the Home Room Representative Team this year. There are still a few open-

ings - contact Patty Cline at roomreps@barksdalepta.org to express your interest. 



A friendly reminder, if you have gone online and submitted your volunteer application and have not  

received an email from Denise Stavely stating that you are cleared and may begin volunteering, then please 

contact her at volunteers@barksdalepta.org.  You must receive an email confirming that you have been 

cleared before you may volunteer at Barksdale.  Please contact Denise with any questions.  

              Volunteers at Barksdale 

Paper communications 

ended September 23, 2010 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PISD Parent Portal 
 

One of the goals at Barksdale this 

year is to reduce the amount of pa-

per sent home.  The Parent Portal is 

the way parents will  receive com-

munication from both Barksdale 

and the school district.    Go to  

http://parent.mypisd.net. 

With Parent Portal, you will sign 

up to receive automatic email sub-

scriptions and are able to view 

many reports about your children, 

including, but not limited to: 

¶ Absences 

¶ Detailed Attendance 

¶ Grade SummaryðDetailed 

Grade information  

The Parent Portal will also give 

you direct access into your childôs 

myPISD.net classroom informa-

tion.  Teachers provide class calen-

dars, important class files (spelling 

lists, D.O.L.) informational bulle-

tins, and other instructional mate-

rial via their class pages. 

New users may register for the Par-

ent Portal online at www.pisd.edu 

to setup individual account infor-

mation for access.  Parents should 

each register their individual e-mail 

address.  If you have children at 

other schools within PISDðall of 

their information will appear when 

you logon to the Parent Portal. 

Teachers are asked to update their 

studentsô grades every Monday and 

attendance will be updated 

throughout each day.  Exceptions 

may exist to this guideline due to a 

variety of factors which include 

holidays, major projects, and 

teacher absences. 

If you have questions involving 

registering for the PISD Parent 

Portal, please email parentpor-

tal@pisd.edu.  Questions regarding 

grades and attendance and myP-

ISD.net information should be di-

rected to your childôs teacher or 

principal. 

mailto:volunteers@barksdalepta.org


              Programs 

Reflections is a National 
PTA sponsored arts recog-
nition program that encour-
ages artistic expression.  
The Reflections theme for 
2010 ï 2011 is ñTogether 
We Canò.  Use your imagi-
nation to create a film, 
song, artwork, photograph, 
poem, short story or dance 
routine.  You may enter as 
many times as you like in 
as many categories as you 
like.  Each entry must be 
accompanied by an official 
entry form.  Be sure to  
reflect the theme in your 
work .   

 
Categories Include: 

¶ Literature  ï Fiction or 

nonfiction, prose, poetry, 
drama, or short story (must 
not exceed 2,000 words or 
8 ½ x 11 inches) 
Visual Arts  ï Original 

print, drawing, painting, 
collage, photographic col-
lage, metal etching or 
punch work,  

fiber work, or computer-
generated artwork (must 
be flat, not more than 3/8 
inches thick, maximum size 
24 x 30 inches including a 
mat) 

¶ Photography  ï Origi-

nal black-and-white or 
color image, single print or 
collage (maximum size 11 
x 14 inches including a 
mat) 

¶ Musical Composition  

ïVoice, instruments or a 

combination of both, with 
or without lyrics (maximum 
time 5 minutes, a CD re-
cording of a performance 
of the composition should 
be submitted.) 

¶ Dance Choreography  

ï Original dance choreo-

graphed by the student 
with up to 3 dancers. 
(maximum time 3 minutes, 
should be submitted on a 
CD or DVD) 

¶ Film Production  ï 

Original work, animation, 
narrative, documentary, 
experimental, computer-
generated (no PowerPoint, 
maximum time 5 minutes, 
CD or DVD) 
 
 

Have fun and make sure all entries  

relate to the current theme:  

òTogether We Canó 

 

For entry forms and rules visit 

www.txpta.org or contact Jennifer 

Shaff at arts@barksdalepta.org  

 

Deadline for entries October 29, 2010  



              Programs 

Family Art   

Night  
  

                                Bring the family for a night of artistic 
adventure with the staff from  

Tuesday, October 5th, 5:30-7:00 p.m.  
Find your creative side with hands -on,  

family -friendly activities!  
 

To volunteer or more information, please contact Jenn Shaff at 
arts@barksdalepta.org  

 

FIFA World Cup 2010 Exhibit.  If you have any  
memorabilia from the World Cup, or would like to help 
decorate the display case, please email Sharmeela at 
diversity@barksdalepta.org . 
 

October 2, 2010 is the 5th Annual Plano International Festival .  The event is at 
Haggard Park on 15 th & Avenue H., from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Stop by and 
enjoy some ethnic cuisine, cultural displays, parade of nations, childrenôs ac-
tivities, international art exhibits, multicultural music/dance performances and 
much more.  For more information, check out their website at 

www.planointernationalfestival.org  
 

In order to execute the Cultural Diversity programs at Barksdale, we need YOU.   Please email  
diversity@barksdalepta.org  for more information.   

mailto:arts@barksdalepta.org
http://www.planointernationalfestival.org/
mailto:diversity@barksdalepta.org


              Yearbook Information 

Barksdale Elementary PTA Yearbook Cover 

Contest 
This yearôs theme is ñBronco Spiritò 

The contest is open to all students KGï5th grade 

Entries are due by October 8, 2010 

1. The artwork must be on a vertical 8.5ò x 11ò piece of paper. 

2. Students may use markers, crayons, colored pencils, paints or paper (collage or mosaic) 

3. Somewhere on the page, your artwork must contain the following: 

 Barksdale Elementary 2010-2011, and the studentôs name, if desired 

4. The artwork should represent broncos, cowboys/girls, horses or overall school spirit. 

5. The studentôs name, grade and homeroom teacher must be marked on the back of the page in pencil, and will be concealed 

during judging. 

6. Students should turn their entries in to their teachers or place in the marked box in the office. 

7. A committee of teachers, PTA members and school staff will pick the winning entries. 

 

All entries that fit the criteria will be displayed in the yearbook.  Donôt miss out to see your artwork displayed this year.   

 

Contact Denise Stavely at yearbook@barksdalepta.org with any questions. 

 

 
 

 

Yearbook Order Form 

 

Parent Name:_____________________________________________    Phone #:_____________________ 

 

Student Name:_________________________________________Grade:______Teacher:____________________ 

 

Student Name:_________________________________________Grade:______Teacher:____________________ 

 

Student Name:_________________________________________Grade:______Teacher:____________________ 

 

Quantity:  ($25.00 each): _________  Check #:______   Amount:  ____________ 

 

 
Donõt miss out on memories from our 2010-2011 school year!  Yearbook orders will be taken until October 1, 

2010.  To order your yearbook, send a check payable to the Barksdale PTA along with the form below.  
You or your student may drop it into any of the PTA lockboxes located at the entrance of the main office or 
in the hallways.  Youõll receive an e-mail confirming your order was received.  Contact Denise Stavely with 
any questions at yearbook@barksdalepta.org 

mailto:yearbook@barksdalepta.org
mailto:yearbook@barksdalepta.org


              PTA Spirit Night 

October 12, 2010 

THIS FLYER MUST BE PRESENTED THE EVENING OF OCTOBER 12 AT CALIFORNIA 
PIZZA KITCHEN, THE SHOPS AT WILLOW BEND, TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

BARKSDALE PTA SPIRIT NIGHT!!!  



 
        

     Supporting the Emotional Needs of the Gifted:  

A Model Parent Support Group  
For parents of high achievers/high potential  

children  

 

 

 

You are invited to participate in a guided discussion group to learn about the social and emotional 
needs of bright/gifted/talented children, and the parenting issues related to those needs.   The em-

phasis is on positive aspects of parenting, avoiding power struggles, and helping these children 

learn appropriate life skills while enhancing the parent/child relationship.    

 
Topics will include:   Identification/Characteristics, Parent Relationships, Sibling Relationships, Com-

munication of Feelings, Stress Management, Depression, Motivation, Tradition Breaking, Peer Rela-

tionships, and Discipline.  

 
For more information on SENG (Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted) see www.sengifted.org  

 

Morning Session  

 
Facilitators:   Deborah Vanderburg & Bethlyn Gerard  

Dates:        Fridays, October 8 th  through November 12 th , 2010  

Time:      9:00 to 10:30 AM  

 

Evening Session  
 

Facilitator:  Sandra Colston  

Dates:    Tuesdays,  October 12 th  through November 16 th , 2010  

Time:    7:00 to 8:30 PM  
A six - week commitment is required.  

 

Location:  PISD Administration Building  

 2700 W. 15th Street  
Plano, TX 75075 

 

Cost:   $25.00 (non - refundable)   The cost covers the cost of the book ñA Parents Guide to 

Gifted Childrenò by Webb, Gore, Ahmend, and Devries.    
 

Registration:  PRE - REGISTRATION REQUIRED.   

Register early; class size is limited.  PISD parents are given priority.  

 

For more information and to register, contact:  
 

Mornings: Deborah Vanderburg     Evenings: Sandra Colston  

                  972 - 741 -1125                                  972 - 608 - 0282  

                  dwv@vanderburg.org                      scolston1@msn.com   

              Community 

http://www.sengifted.org/
mailto:dwv@vanderburg.org
mailto:scolston1@msn.com


 

When you buy a vehicle at CICO AUTO SALES 

just tell us you are a family or staff member from 

BARKSDALE Elementary, and CICO Auto Sales 

will donate  $200 to the school PTA.  

CICO Auto Sales is an independent used car 

dealer serving the local community since 1991.  

We have a large selection of cars, vans, SUVs & 

Trucks ranging from model years 2000 -2007.  

Our specialty is providing in -house financing for 

all of our vehicles with an easy application and 

credit process.  

 

Help Your  

School  

Raise Money 

For Families and Staff of 

BARKSDALE Elementary 

11050 Harry Hines Blvd.  

Dallas, TX  75229  

 

Phone: 214.352.9282 

 

Fund School 

Field Trips  

Contact Enrique or Fatima 

214.352.9282 

 

Buy Library 

Books  

 

Support the 

Classroom  

For Your School  

$200 
Each 

Referral 



October 2010 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  
    1 

Spirit Day  

4 
Fire Prevention poster 

deadline 

5 
Spanish program 

 
Family Art Night  
5.30-7.00 p.m. 

Cafeteria 

6 
 

7 8 
Spirit Day  

 
2nd grade Fine Arts 

field trip  

11 
 

12 
Assembly 8.15 a.m. 

 
Spanish program 

 
Spirit Night  

@ Calif. Pizza Kitchen 

13 
Teacher Treats 

14 
 

Early Release @ 
Noon 

 
 

15 
Student Holiday  

 
Parent-teacher  

conferences 

18 
PTA Board Meeting 

9.30 a.m. 

19 
Spanish program 

20 
3rd grade Heritage 

Farm field trip  

21 
Red Ribbon Rally 

7.00-7.45 a.m. 

22 
Spirit Day  

25 
5th grade at Collin 
County Adventure 

Camp 
 

Spirit  Night  
@ Yogurtville 

 

26 
5th grade at camp 

 
Spanish program 

27 
5th grade at camp 

 

 

28 
 
 

29 
Spirit Day  

 
Pumpkin Math  

9.30 a.m. 
 

PTA Reflections  
deadline 

     

_________________________R E D          R I B B O N      W E E K_______________________ 

This newsletter is published on a monthly basis by the Barksdale PTA. All correspondence, submissions and 
suggestions should be directed to the Editor at communications@barksdalepta.org. All Barksdale families are 
eligible to receive copies of the newsletter. The electronic editions for the 2010-2011 school year are  
available online at www.barksdalepta.org. 


