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Dear Barksdale Community,

While it doesn’t seem possible, it is almost Thanksgiving! Once again, I'd like to take this opportunity
to thank the many individuals who work together to create a safe and successful environment for the
Barksdale students.

First, | would like to commend the teachers and staff members for their dedication and commitment to
the Barksdale students. As many of you know, some teachers arrive at school by 6:30 a.m. and others
are still here at 8:00 p.m. Yes, they have families and outside interests, but they are professionals who
have made a commitment to our school and do whatever it takes to help their students be successful.
As the administrator, | am extremely grateful for their time and hard work. Without them, our success
would not be possible.

| would also like to thank the parents, guardians, siblings, and community partners who support the
school with homework assistance, fundraisers, volunteerism, and by cooperating with teachers. Your
continuous support is vital in demonstrating to the children the importance of education both now
and in their futures.

Our school just wouldn’t be the same without the help of our office staff, nurse, cafeteria staff, custo-
dians, bus drivers, crossing guards and traffic officers. These committed individuals do tasks that are
sometimes “invisible,” but without them we could not meet the needs of our students.

Last, and certainly not least, thank goodness for the children! What would a school be without them?
They are the ones who must ultimately assume responsibility for their own success. Thank you for
attending school regularly and on time, doing your homework, entering academic contests, and tak-
ing risks that will help you grow into productive citizens. We are proud of you!

We are indeed fortunate to live in a nation, a city, and a community that realize the importance of our
nation’s greatest resource, our children.

Happy Trails!

0 Pamela fluteay
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Dear Bronco Families:

For over 100 years, national and local
PTAs have worked diligently to promote
the welfare and protection of our children
and youth. PTA has become the largest
volunteer child advocacy group in Amer-
ica. If you joined the PTA at the begin-
ning of the school year, I thank you for
helping support us to make a difference in
the education and quality of life for our
children. Your membership includes a
copy of the 20102011 Barksdale PTA
Student Directory. If you have not re-
ceived your copy of the directory—please
drop by the school office this week to pick
yours up. If you haven’t joined, but would
like a copy, membership is $8 per person,
and can be turned in with a membership
form in an envelope marked “PTA Mem-
bership” on the outside. Your PTA Mem-
bership card can be found on the second
to last page in the directory.

The PTA had a busy October. It started
with our Family Art Night on the 5th.
With the help of local company Abraka-
doodle, many families came and created
little masterpieces using multiple forms
of art media. On the 13th, Stephany
Pencsak and her team served up a deli-
cious lunch of submarine sandwiches
and desserts to the staff for Teacher
Treats. Our Study Buddy Program is
off to a great start, with 27 adult volun-
teers assisting approximately 30 students

in areas where they might need a little
extra help. I hope you were able to come
to the Red Ribbon Rally last Thursday
morning at The Shops of Willow Bend.
We had a fantastic turnout with great
weather, great entertainment, crazy hair-
dos and extremely creative posters pro-
moting a Drug Free Life! Mayor Phil
Dyer presented Barksdale with a special
proclamation, and he and our other in-
vited dignitaries helped in judging the
posters. The students especially enjoyed
dancing with the Chick-Fil-A cow, the
McGruff dog, Duece from the Frisco
Roughriders, and our very own Bucky
Bronco! At the Spirit Assembly last
Friday, every student and staff member
was given a bright blue shirt as part of a
joint school and PTA initiative against
bullying. The sea of blue was something
to see.

November brings another busy month.
Our Outreach this month benefits Collin
County’s My Friend’s House. We will
be collecting children’s pajamas to do-
nate to this emergency shelter. On the
4th, the PTA will welcome author
Tammy Bronson to the library. Mrs.
Bronson will give presentations to the
Kindergartners, 1st and 2nd graders. On
the 9th is Spirit Night at Chick-Fil-A,
and on the 29th we will have Spirit
Night at Yogurtville. Both of these es-
tablishments donate a percentage of their
sales to Barksdale families back to the
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PTA on these days, so please

remember them when plan-

ning your evening meal, or

your after-school snack. Our

fall fundraiser—the Book
Fair—will be held the week

of November 15th. We plan

many of our programs based on income
we raise from the Book Fair—so your
support at this year’s Book Fair is impor-
tant, and much appreciated. The ever
popular Pajama Party will be held on
Monday evening again this year—so
block out your calendar for the evening
of the 15th from 6 to 7pm and make
plans to attend!

Finally, the Kindergarten Thanksgiv-
ing Celebration, 1st grade Pioneer
Days, and 5th grade Colonial Days will
all be held on Tuesday, November 23rd.
Each of these events require quite a few
volunteers—so please contact your
homeroom rep if you can assist in either
the preparation or the activities held on
this day.

If you have any questions, concerns or
suggestions, please do not hesitate to
contact me at
president@barksdalepta.org,

or 972-473-8095.

Susan VYalesano
PTA President

Thank you to Janelle Landry for accepting
the Kindergarten Workroom Coordinator’s position.
Her email is janellelandry@gmail.com.

NO SCHOOL
November 24th, 25th and 26th!!

Happy Thanksgiving!!

Barksdale History Fair
November 2, 2010

Entries accepted anytime through

November 1st.

For more information,
contact Heather Howard at
Heather.howard@pisd.edu



mailto:president@barksdalepta.org
mailto:janellelandry@gmail.com
mailto:Heather.howard@pisd.edu

-
‘. School News

Letds Cel ebrate our Her oels
at Bar ksdal eds Fall Book |[Fair

November 15 -19, 2010
Barksdale Library

The Fall Book Fair brings a week -long celebration of reading to our school. We hope you will join us in
saluting the heroes among us and choose books for the whole family to enjoy. Everyone is welcome to
browse the Book Fair in the Barksdale Library throughout the week.

Pajama Party
Monday, November 15

6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Students are invited to wear their pajamas, listen to our super teachers and heroic guests read sto-
ries in the cafeteria, and finish the evening with|milKk
lies to shop the Book Fair and get a headstart on holiday gift -buying.

Outreach Pajama Drive
Bring a new set of boy or girl pajamas (K - 5™ grade sizes) to the Pajama Party to donate to the
children of My Friendds House. Be a hero and bring a |Ii

Please join us in celebrating the ultimate superpower . . . READING!

I f youdd I|like to volunteer, bgokfaer@baksdatepta.aagt Car|ri e Z

PTA Spirit Nights

November 9th @ Chick - Fil- A Early Release @ Noon
November 29th @ Yogurtville A November 10th
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Red Ribbon Rally
October 21st, 2010

Our 9th Annual Red Ribbon Rally was a huge success this year.
It was a perfect morning and the kids, teachers, and parents
Jwere dancing, eating donuts, drinking coffee, pledging to say
NO to drugs, and just having a good time. There were many
donations that made the morning go off without a hitch. We

Henry and Sophic Dietze would like to thank Loren, with
hold up their poster at the ~ thatguyrocks.com for the great
Red Ribbon Rally music, Starbucks, for all the cof-
fee, Dunkin Donuts for the yummy fresh donuts,
Studio Movie Grill for gifts for prize winners,
Chick-Fil-A, for the Cow and gifts for prize win-
ners, Deuce, from the Frisco Rough Riders, for all
the wonderful dancing, and of course, our very
special mascot, Bucky!! A big Bronco thank you to the Cub Scouts from Pack 179
for the flag ceremony and leading us in the Pledge of Allegiance and the Texas
pledge. We also want to thank the Shepton Stallionettes for waking up early and
performing an awesome drill team routine for us! Awesome job!
We also had some very special guests that joined us. Phil Dyer,
our mayor, not only spoke, but also presented our school with a
proclamation. Also in attendance were PISD Security Police Ser-
vices Specialist Ormie Melton, Police Chief Gregory Rushin, Safe
and Drug Free Schools Coordinator Rick Hooker, and Assistant
Fire Chief Alan Storck. We would like to send a special thanks to
The Shops of Willow Bend for letting us hold our rally in the
parking lot and to the families of Barksdale for support-

Brenna Vivier, Chair-

berson for Red Ribbon  1NG SUCh @an important cause for our kids. Look forward

Week, and Bucky
Bronco were up early at
the Red Ribbon Rally

to seeing you at next yeards
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@ NOVEMBER OUTREACH
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hosting a pajama collection drive for the children at My

ages newborn to 9 located in Plano. Be a Barksdale Hero and
bring new pj 06s f 0 Kkindeggarten throughrbth
grade sizes.

Our Barksdale Heroes fed the hungry
by collecting over 500 canned goods.

} THANK YOU
' BARKSDALE

' HEROES! & & @
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The OBARKSDALE HE R&BWrAO meebens for the Heroes For Children 5k/1k!
Thanks to everyone that participated and a huge thanks to Christy Smith for
serving as the team captain.

&As part of the PTA®8s Book Fai

Friendos Hous e, an emergency
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\. Yearbook and Volunteers Information

Congratulations
to our Yearbook Cover

Winners!

Nicole Roos is our yearbook front cover winner
year. Nicole is in 5th grade with Mrs. Alexandg

Kayla Buchanan is our back cover winner. Kayla

i's i n Mrs. Howar d

Look for their fantastic artwork on the
yearbooks in May!

Pictures Needed!!!
Calling all parents, grandparents, and caregivers!
Please email or burn a CD with any pictures you

have of our students at any PTA or school
4th grade “function.

If you have any questions please contact Denise
Stavely atyearbook@barksdalepta.org.
You can leave any CDs in her file folder located in

his
r.
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Thank you to all of fhi the®PTA \PoBkrobnaor ih theé scRodldfficeinan €
had over 50 entries! All the entries will be AT OAT T PA 1T AOEAA 0O9AAOAI]
featured in the yearbook.
= Barksdal eds PFTA Vol un r
of the Mont|lh] 0 VOMO

Barksdale PTA

Congratulations to Carrie Dietze! Carrie is our
October volunteer of the month. Carrie has
held our hospitality position for the last two
years. She has done a great job getting the

PTA and parents ready for the new school year

with our Welcome Back Coffee, and our fall pic-

nic was a huge success thanks to all of her hard

work. She is also ready and willing to help
whenever and wherever you need her. Carrie
has been a part of our PTA for 5 years. Carrie
has twins at Barksdale. Sophie is in Mrs. Hor-
tonthsgrdade and Henry
4th grade. Enjoy your parking spot for the
month of October. We appreciate your time
and all of your hard work.

STOP!

Are you cleared to volunteer????

Please make sure you are a cleared volunteer before
you volunteer for any PTA event. The following|are
some events coming up that you may want to valun-
teer for so please take a few minutes and head {o
pisd.edu and fill out the online volunteer application.

Book Fair November 189
KG Thanksgiving Celebration November 23
1stGrade Pioneer Days November 23
5h Grade Colonial Days November 23

if You Msve alrdbdny dbfel tfisSand have NOT reg
an email from Denise Stavely please email her &
volunteers@barksdalepta.argaq d s hedl |
clearance.

I 9

eived
1t

con


mailto:yearbook@barksdalepta.org
mailto:volunteers@barksdalepta.org

-
@ pTA Life Member

B pCT NOWy,

This is your chance to recognize a member of our Barksdale PTA Community!
Texas Life Membership is one of the highest honors that can be presented to an individual for outstanding service
to children and youth. Nominate someone (faculty, staff or volunteer) who has generously given their time and
talents for the betterment of our school and children. Please complete the applicable sections of the nomination
form (more are available at www.barksdalepta.org). All sections do not need to be completed for nomination.
Submit form to Kathrine Tolsch, PTA membership chair by November 12th. Drop in the PTA box outside the
school office or send with your child in an envelope to PTA - membership.

Life Member Nominee

Has been a PTA member for years (if known). She/He has held positions in the PTA such as (if known):

Makes a difference in the lives of our children/youth:

Makes a difference in the community:

Makes a difference in the local, state or national PTA because:

| nominate the above named person for the Texas PTA Life Membership Award.

Signed Date
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Child Nutrition

Reauthorization Act

House Fails to Act on Child
Nutrition Bill

Programs Extended with Further Action
Delayed Until After Mid-Term Elections

The House of Representatives adjourned
September without taking up S. 3307, the
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act. House
leadership initially said it would be con-
sidered before midterm elections. Once
there was no defined path forward on the
House version of this legislation, PTA
members reached out to their represen-
tatives to urge swift action on the Senate
bill in order to enact its many improve-
ments to child nutrition programs. The
Senate unanimously passed the Healthy,
Hunger-Free Kids Act last month.
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A McGruff House is a safe house where children can go to receive help if they find themselves in a frightening or emer-

gency situation. The McGruff House program helps children feel safer and has proved to be an effective deterrent to

’ 1o lortroosts 2 Iih

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act in-

creases access to vital anti-hunger
measures, improves the nutrition quality
of foods served in schools, and provides
supports necessary for school food ser-
vice workers to meet the needs of
American children. At a time in which
both child hunger and childhood obesity
are at alarming levels, the $4.5 billion
increase in child nutrition funding over
the next 10 years provided under the bill
is a substantial investment. The bill in-
cludes common-sense measures to help
ensure that both trends can be re-
versed, including supports for the direct
certification process, updated nutrition
standards for all foods served in
schools, increased access to local pro-
duce and school gardens, and en-
hanced notification and engagement of
parents and the surrounding community
in matters that affect the well-being of

Lot
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Please consider becoming a McGruff House

students.

In the coming weeks, PTA will continue
to urge the House of Representatives to
draft a substantial reauthorization of the
Child Nutrition Act that can pass in both
houses and improve outdated provisions
in current law. It is essential that our
nation's students are provided healthy,
nutritious options in school in order to
reach their physical and academic po-
tential. The efforts of PTA members to
achieve this goal have not gone unno-
ticed and will continue to be pivotal in
ensuring that the needs of our children
are met.

PTA's recommendations for the Child
Nutrition Act reauthorization can be
found in the National PTA 2010 Public
Policy Agenda beginning on page 17.

crime. The strength of the program improves dramatically with each new participant.

A McGruff House is identified by a bright yellow McGruff House sign in the front window of a house. McGruff House par-
ticipants summon authorities by dialing 911. You can help make your neighborhood safer for children by participating in
this program.

The Barksdale PTA is collecting McGruff House applications for homeowners living in the Barksdale School boundaries.
To qualify as a McGruff House participant in the Barksdale Elementary School boundaries you must:

1. Reside in the Plano Independent School District,

2. Have access to a working telephone,

3. Possess homeowners or renters liability insurance, and,

4. Annually clear a confidential criminal history check.

Upon receiving approval to participate in the McGruff House Program, you will be notified to attend a short training ses-
sion where you will receive your McGruff House sign.

If you have questions regarding the McGruff House program, please contact Alice Brumback at
programs@barksdalepta.org. Alice is the Barksdale Elementary Safety Chairperson for the McGruff House program.

Return the completed application by November 19 to the Barksdale PTA lock boxes located in each grade level
hallway. The Barksdale PTA will submit all the applications to the Plano Police Department Crime Prevention
Unit.
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=byqmoobab&et=1103782207640&s=51232&e=0017Z-iBEtLfqnLJA5IMEQNiqvpdSduau4FaPrdmaSsUKbaSYUSUWDtohShEHkjQVgHyY8z5-0XRVsE8Y1aS-KFq5bL6oaLDVxPLFp_HlfSdmg6h8Hg8DlAIA==
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McGruff House Application
School Year 2010-2011

To qualify you must attend iniial training, have a working telephone, and annually dear a confidential criminal history check

We, the undersigned, are applying o particpate in the PISDPPD McGruff House program. We agree fo abide by all ndes and requirements of the program.
We waive any privacy night to our records and give permission for a confidential criminal history background check fo be performed by the Texas Department
of Public Safety. We understand that homeowner’s or renter’s liability insurance is required to be a McGruff House participant.

All persons 17 years of age or older who reside in your house 30 days or more per year must be included on the application. All nformation must be complete

This application is for schoadl year 2010-2011 only. A renewal application for school year 2011-2012 will be sent to participants in August 2011.
rtici a renewal

To remain a

jon must be submitted each year.

Please return form with onginal signatures to: McGruff House Program

Questions? Call PPD Crime Prevention Unit

(972) 941-2431
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: fo be processed.

| Elementary Schook Your McGruff House Sign Number:

|

| Your Address: City: Zip:
|

| Atabove address since: (mmyy) Phone: Number of Adults in Household:
: E-mail address: Today's date:

: Homeowner or Renter Liability Insurance Company

: Last Name First Name Wi | LastName FrstName L
|

: Sex | Race | BrthDawe DL# Sex | Race | BrthDate DL#
| : '

|

|

| [stname First Name W1 | LastName FrstName
|

|

: Sex | Race | BrthDawe DL# Sex | Race | BrthDate DL#
| A ’

I p—

|

|

| Last Name First Name M | LastName Frst Name

| ’

|

: Sex | Race | BrthDate DL=# Sex | Race | BrthDate DL#
: - -

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|
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November 2010

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1 2 3 4 5
History Fair Author Visit (KG, 1st Spirit Day
Spanish Program and 2nd grades)
. i Chess Program
Election Day Student Council
1st Grade Field Trip . .
3rd Grade Field Trip
8 9 10 11 12
Spanish Program | ey Release Book Club (K-2) Spirit Day
PTA Spirit Night at @Noon )
Ch?(!rkl-F”I?A a Veterano| ChessProgram
KG PACE deadline
15 16 17 18 19
Book Fair Book Fair Book Fair Book Fair Spirit Day
PTABA. Mg9.30am.|  NO Spanish KG Portfolio g‘:ﬁh‘ Book Fair
Pajama Party Program
6.00-7.00 p.m. Photo Retake Day NO Chess Program
Book Club (3-5)
22 23 24 25 26
Canned Food Drive Spanish Program NO SCHOOL NO SCHOOL NO SCHOOL

Choir Concert
7.00 p.m.

2nd Grade Field Trip

KG Thanksgiving
Celebration
Ist Grade Pioneer Days
5th Grade Colonial

Days
29 30
PTA Spirit Night Spanish Program
@ Yogurtville

This newsletter is published on a monthly basis by the Barksdale PTA. All correspondence, submissions and
suggestions should be directed to the Editor at communications@barksdalepta.org. All Barksdale families are
eligible to receive copies of the newsletter. The electronic editions for the 2010-2011 school year are
available online at www.barksdalepta.org.




