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Dear Barksdale Families:   

The countdown has begun. . . . Only five weeks left in the 

school year. For your PTAðthere are still plenty of things 
left to be done. We have a lot on our agenda this coming 

monthðand we would love to have your help to ensure 

success. Next Tuesday evening we will have a General 

Meeting and Family Fitness Night hosted by the fantastic 
PE staff. Family Fitness Night will be a great opportunity 

for families to come out and enjoy family games and  

activities together. "Exergaming", rock wall, four square, 

basketball, speed stacking and a pedometer challenge will 
be just some of the activities. Each student who attends 

will earn a "star" for their class and grade level. The class 

who has the most stars will earn a choice day during their 

PE class. The grade level with the most will earn choice 
day ALL WEEK!! Come out and have fun with your  

family!  

 We will start the program with two budget amend-

ments that we will vote on, and then we will install our 
Officers for the 2011ï2012 school year. I am pleased to 

announce the 2011ï2012 PTA Officers are: Ginger Cox, 

1st VP of Programs, Carrie Ziegelbein, 2nd VP of Volun-

teers, Alice Brumback, 3rd VP of Ways and Means,  Patty 
Cline, 4th VP of Communications, Susan Schwartz, Treas-

urer, Heather Brown, Secretary and Sherri Arvin, Parlia-

mentarian. Please congratulate these women the next time 

you see them. I am looking forward to continuing as PTA 
President next year. As always, please feel free to contact 

me if you have any questions, ideas or comments. 

 We have many opportunities for volunteers in May: 

Teacher Appreciation Week, Field Day, Bronco Press 
Reception, 5th grade Talent Show and Dinner, Kindergar-

ten Mud Pie Day. If you would like to volunteer at one of 

these events and you are not sure who to call, please con-
tact me and I will get you in touch with the appropriate 

person. 

 For next year we are looking closely at our budget to 

see where we can best utilize the monies that we raise, and 
that you, our parents, donate to the PTA. Our goal is to 

spend it as wisely and judiciously as possible while fol-

lowing our PTA goals and guidelines. We receive feed-

back from Mrs. Murray and her teaching staff on the areas 
of greatest need. I will continue to communicate with you 

on the needs of the school and the PTA to see where you 

can make a difference. I am attaching an excerpt from a 

letter I received recently from Sharon Goldblatt, Texas 
PTA President, and also a resident of Plano: 

 

While PTAs continue to work diligently to provide      

resources and support to campuses everywhere, the legis-

lators in Austin are battling over the 

budget. Funding for public education is being cut 

drastically, and your connections and communi-
cation with your legislators is critical! 

Texas PTA completed a survey asking our members' opin-

ions on education funding this month, and the results were 

very interesting. Given the fact that Texas ranks 44 out of 
50 states for education dollars spent per student, we asked 

our members what they thought. With more than 3000 

responses, 21.5% felt we should spend the same, 2.8% 

wanted to spend less, but an overwhelming 75.7% agreed 
that Texas should increase funding. Our members have 

sent a clear message that we need to support our students 

and their education, and, if you agree, then take the time 

today to let your legislators know how you would like 
them to vote. There is power in your voice! Fund our chil-

dren's future! 

Because of the current budget situation, our schools will 

be asking for more and more support from 
PTA. Remember that we are governed by our Purposes: 

¶ To promote the welfare of children and youth in 

home, school, community and place of worship; 

¶ To raise the standards of home life; 

¶ To secure adequate laws for the care and protection 

of children and youth; 

¶ To bring into closer relation the home and the 

school, that parents and teachers may cooperate intelli-

gently in the education of children and youth; 

¶ To develop between educators and the general public 

such united efforts as will secure for all children and 
youth the highest advantages in physical, mental, social 

and spiritual education. 

Whenever you are in doubt about how your PTA should be 

functioning, you can always rely on these words, which 
have directed us for more than 100 years. We can be com-

forted by the fact that they have served us very well, and 

the relationships we build each day with our teachers and 

administrators guarantee that our children's education 
experience is better because of our efforts. 

 

Thank you for everything you do to support every child 

through PTA.  
 

Have a wonderful May! 

Susan Valesano (PTA President, 972-473-8095) 

Inside This  
Issue 

 
¶ Spring Book  
 Fair Recap _ p. 3 
 
¶ Barksdale School 

Night ____ p. 4 
 
¶ Field Day__ p. 5 
 
¶ Teacher  
 Appreciation 
 Week _____ p. 5 
 
¶ Barksdale May 
 VOM _____ p. 5 
 
¶ Reading  
 Ambassadors  
 __________ p. 6 
 
¶ End of School 

Party _____ p. 7 
 
¶ Bronco Press 

Reception 
_________  p. 7 

 
¶ May  
 Outreach __ p. 8 
 
¶ 5th Grade Talent 

Show _____ p. 9 
 
¶ May  
  Calendar _ p.  10 



Dear Barksdale Parents, 
 
Once again it is time to reflect on a year that has passed too quickly. It is the perfect opportunity to thank those who 
have made the school year a success. I want to thank the PTA members and the PTA Executive Board for the time and 
effort they have contributed to provide the students and staff at Barksdale with the resources necessary to provide a 
quality program for the students. We could not do it without you. 
 
Our teachers have not only spent many hours each day preparing for classroom activities but have also put in extra 
hours to enhance the regular curriculum. 
 
Celene Rosen chaired the Integrated Curriculum Vertical Team and assisted Kristi Alexander, who chaired the 
Barksdale science fair. Gail Holman worked to coordinate our literacy program and chaired the Language Arts Vertical 
Team. Sandy Wilson and Susan Rosser co-chaired our Technology Vertical Team. Thanks to Diana Morris who served 
as our enews editor. Jennifer Salmon worked with the vertical team members to plan for continuity in our math program 
and implement our annual Math Night. Heather Howard coordinated our very successful History Fair. Janet McWhirter 
served as our fifth grade Camp Director. Chrystal Litman coordinated our spelling bee. 
 
Greg Britt provided direction to our fifth grade choir. Cheryl Kool worked with the PTA to implement our International 
Day. Paige Edwards coordinated with the PTA to host pajama night and two book fairs. Our PE coaches planned and 
carried out our annual Field Day. Jody Clark, as our Campus Monitoring and Intervention Team chairperson, worked 
with teachers to ensure the needs of all students were addressed, and she chaired our student/teacher mentor pro-
gram. DeLynn Brennan and Katie Brunkow worked with students of all ages to organize and implement student council 
activities. DeLynn also worked closely with the safety patrol to make this leadership opportunity available. 
 
Cheryl Kool and Brooke Rushing coordinated our spirit assemblies, while Maggie Haning worked to make our teachers 
feel special throughout the year. Brooke Rushing, DeLynn Brennan, and Cheryl Kool worked tirelessly each day to 
keep our carpools running smoothly. 
 
Then of course we have the legions of staff members who meet and greet in the office and provide supervision daily 
both before and after school. The list goes on and on! Every teacher and staff member in our building does extraordi-
nary things to promote the success of our students and programs. Please take a moment to give them the praise they 
so richly deserve. 
 
The students excelled in academic and extracurricular activities. We recognized students for Destination Imagination, 
Science Fair, Spelling Bee, Geography Bee, Continental Math League, Reflections, Marathon Kids, and poster con-
tests, as well as other District math and science competitions. Our boys and girls gave of their time and money to help 
others less fortunate with the various PTA and Student Council projects and events. Thank you! 
 
I would also like to take the opportunity to say farewell to several staff members who will not return to Barksdale next 
year. Jody Clark, Stacy DeSilva, Sandy Wilson, and Janet McWhirter will move on to other opportunities. You will be 
missed! 
 
I hope you will take the summer break to ñreconnectò with your children and family. Find time to eat meals as a family, 
share your hobbies, schedule days with no commitments except to your family and give both you and your children 
dream time!   
 
Since this will be my last newsletter article as Principal of Barksdale, I would like to bid farewell to a wonderful commu-
nity and school. For those who will continue to be Barksdale Broncos, have a great summer and good luck in 2011ï

2012! 
 
Happy Trails! 
 

Pamela K. Murray  

 

              From the Principalé 



              Programs 

 Thank you to all who claimed their òticket to 
readó at the Barksdale Spring Book Fair  
Carnival!  The event was a great success and 
the proceeds will help fund many Barksdale  
activities.   In addition, here are a few other 
òprizesó from the week: 
 
 

¶ we donated over $600 worth of books to the school library  
¶ we gave $600 in books to Barksdale teachers and staff  
¶ we helped support our Study Buddy program with over $330 worth of books  
¶ we provided 12 lucky guessing game winners with over $100 of reading material  
¶ we used money from the One for Books loose change donation box to donate $206 
worth of books to the United Through Reading Military Program (plus Scholasticõs 
matching funds will  provide books to one of their chosen charities)  

¶ we helped foster a love of reading in children  
¶ we had FUN clowning around at the Book Fair Carnival  
  

Over 45 parent volunteers helped make the week go smoothly and hundreds more  
supported our efforts by shopping the book fair. Thank you all for your generosity!  

 

 



              Programs 



              Programs 

 
FIELD DAY 2011 

 
Field Day will be held on Friday, May 

6th.  Please contact Denise Stavely if 

you are able to volunteer the full or 

half a day. You can reach Denise at 

volunteers@barksdalepta.org  or you 

can contact Carl Tippen, our chairper-

son, with any questions regarding the 

event at                         

fieldday@barksdalepta.org   

 
The Barksdale PTA would like to extend a huge thank 
you to George Prokos and the Dallas Mavericks for 
donating two courtside seats and a parking pass to 
the last regular season Mavs home game on April 
13th.  These tickets were given away at the Dailies 
with Dads raffle drawing on April 12th. Congratula-
tions to Rudy Oregon for being the lucky winner of 
the tickets!  
 
We also thank Starbucks at Parker and the Tollway 
for providing the delicious coffee for our Dailies with 
Dads event during the Book Fair.  Thank you!  

 

Congratulations to Chris Pennington! Chris is 

our April volunteer of the month. Chris has 

been a part of our PTA for 2 years. You will 

find him at packet pick-up, book fair and at 

all the parties to help out.  Chris also took 

over the Science and Technology chair this 

year. He has a 2nd grader, Sophie, in Mrs. 

2ÙÄÂÅÃËȭÓ ÃÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍ ÁÎÄ Á ÆÕÔÕÒÅ "ÒÏÎÃÏȟ 

Piper, at home. Enjoy your parking spot for 

the month of May. We appreciate your time 

and all of your hard work. Our DADS rock!!!   

 
Barksdaleõs PTA Volunteer  
of the Month òVOMó 

 

 

 

Teacher Appreciation week is     

May 2 May 6. We have several 

things planned for our teachers and 

staff at Barksdale. If you would like 

to donate your time or simply drop 

off a goody, please contact  

Stephany Pencsak or Kristy Theis at  

appreciation@barksdalepta.org. 

mailto:volunteers@barksdalepta.org
mailto:fieldday@barksdalepta.org
mailto:appreciation@barksdale.org


READ ALL ABOUT IT:  READING AMBASSADORS ARE A ñBESTSELLERò 
FOR BARKSDALE STUDENTS 

 

READING AMBASSADORS WEEK is an exciting and important program whereby local dignitaries, business 
leaders, and civil servants come to Barksdale and read to our students and share personal stories about 
how reading has impacted their lives. The program is led by the PTA in cooperation with school librarian, 
Paige Edwards, and is designed to encourage our kids to read. Leading up to the Reading Ambassadors 
Week, students in all grades compete to read the most minutes. This year the winning classes are: 

 
1st-Mrs. Ledsome's Class, 3rd Grade 
2nd-Ms. Alexander's Class, 5th Grade 

3rd-Ms. Manuel's Class, 4th Grade  
 

The Barksdale PTA is grateful to the following Ambassadors for making this year a huge success: 
 
5ǊΦ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ hǘǘƻΣ tL{5 {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ {ƘŜǊƭƻŎƪ CƛƭŜǎέ 
 
Frank Luksa, Award-ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ōƻƻƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƭƭŀǎ /ƻǿōƻȅǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊΩǎ 
bŜǿ /ƭƻǘƘŜǎέ 
 
/ƻƭōȅ /ƻƴƴƻǊΣ tƭŀƴƻ ²Ŝǎǘ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ tƭŀȅŜǊκŦƻǊƳŜǊ .ŀǊƪǎŘŀƭŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά5ƻǿƴ DƛǊƭ ŀƴŘ {ƛǘέ 
 
tƘƛƭ 5ȅŜǊΣ aŀȅƻǊ ƻŦ tƭŀƴƻΣ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ άDƻƻƴŜȅ .ƛǊŘ ƛǎ {ƻ !ōǎǳǊŘέ 
 
CƻǊŜǎǘ IŀǊǊŜƭΣ tƭŀƴƻ .ŀǘŀƭƭƛƻƴ /ƘƛŜŦκ tƭŀƴƻ CƛǊŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ άbƻ 5ǊŀƎƻƴǎ CƻǊ ¢Ŝŀέ 
 
aƛƪŜ IǳƎƘŜǎΣ IŜŀŘ /ƻŀŎƘΣ tƭŀƴƻ ²Ŝǎǘ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ ²ƛƴƴŜǊ ²ƛǘƘƛƴέ 
 
5ǊΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ wȅŀƴΣ 5ŜƴǘƛǎǘΣ DǊƛƴ 5ŜƴǘŀƭΣ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ άCƻǳǊǘƘ DǊŀŘŜ Cǳǎǎέ 
 
5ŀǾƛŘ hƴŘƻŎǎƛƴΣ WǳƴƛƻǊǎ DƻƭŦ tǊƻΣ DƭŜƴŜŀƎƭŜǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ƭǳōΣ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ άDǳƛƴŜŀ 5ƻƎέ 
 
/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ /ƘŜŦΣ wǳǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎ {ǘŜŀƪƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ άbŀǘƘŀƴƛŜƭ CƭǳŘŘΥ .ŜŀǎǘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ 
 
tƭŀƴƻ CƛǊŜŦƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ фΣ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά!ƭǿŀȅǎ Lƴ ¢ǊƻǳōƭŜέ 
 
DǊŜƎƻǊȅ wǳǎƘƛƴΣ tƭŀƴƻ tƻƭƛŎŜ /ƘƛŜŦΣ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ άwƻǎŎƻŜ wƛƭŜȅ wǳƭŜǎέ 

 
Thank you to all of these leaders for taking the time to join us for this special program.  Each of the       
ambassadors had captive audiences. The Q & A was interesting, insightful and often humorous. We rate 
these ambassadors an A+ in our books! 
 
Sheryl Pidgeon 
Reading Ambassador Chair  

              Programs 



              Programs 

END OF SCHOOL  

PARTY!  
Friday, June 3rd 

 
KG-4th grade party time 

1:30-2:15 

 

Join us for the FUN!! 

As the end of the school year          

approaches, the PTA would like to 

thank all of our Homeroom Coordina-

tors, Homeroom Parents and Assis-

tants, Workroom Coordinators and the 

many parents who have volunteered 

for the parties and classroom events 

this year. If you are interested in   

volunteering as a Homeroom Coordina-

tor, Workroom Coordinator, Homeroom 

Parent or Assistant for the next 

school year, please email:             

roomreps@barksdalepta.org .   

WE APPRECIATE ALL YOU DO!! 

BRONCO PRESS RECEPTION 

All Bronco Press participants will be recognized on Monday, May 23. Each grade level will have its own   
reception at various times throughout that day. Families of the Bronco Press authors are invited to attend. 

Look for more information regarding grade level times in future e -blasts and grade level news. 

mailto:roomreps@barksdalepta.org


              Programs 

MAY OUTREACH  
Spiral Notebook Drive  

 
Barksdale will be collecting 3 and 5 subject spiral notebooks to support The 
Childrenõs Advocacy Center of Collin Countyõs School Supply Drive.   

 
The Childrenõs Advocacy Center of Collin County is a 501(c)3 non-profit 

agency serving children and families affected by abuse and neglect. They 
provide a child -friendly atmosphere where traumatized children feel safe to 

tell their story of  abuse and where they have an opportunity to begin to heal.   
Every year they hold a school supply drive and would love help from our 

Barksdale Heroes to collect spiral notebooks.   
   

Thanks Barksdale Heroes!  

 

 

PTA SPIRIT NIGHTS!! 
 
 

Enjoy an evening out with friends and 
family and help your school at the 

same time!! 
 

@ Chick-fil-A on May 10 
@ Yogurtville on May 30 

 



              Programs 

Kindergarten Round -Up was held on April 8th.  

We are looking forward to welcoming the new 

Broncos in the fall!!  

 

 

 

 

 
Happy Spring Barksdale!  

Thanks to all who               

volunteered at the 

Spring  picnic 2011! What a 

fantastic turn out we had!  

�³�/�L�J�K�W�V�����&�D�P�H�U�D�����5�H�Q�Q�H�U�´ 
5th Grade Talent Show and Dinner  

 

Tuesday, May 24  

 

6:00 p.m.  
 

Barksdale Gym  
 
 

  

Join us for dinner and lively entertainment as we watch our Barksdale 
5th grade stars show off their many talents at the annual 5th  grade talent show  

and dinner.   
 

Tickets for the big show will be available soon.  �<�R�X���Z�R�Q�¶�W���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���P�L�V�V���L�W�� 


