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Dear Barksdale Families,

At the end of January Barksdale held a Science Fair for all those students who chose to
enter a science experiment into the Fair. This year there were 161 participants. There were
14 judges who spent the day in the library judging all the entries. Thank you to these men
and women for volunteering their time and talents to our students and school. Also, a huge thank you
to Chris Pennington and Ms. Kristi Alexander for planning our Science Fair. The PTA gave out 330
Science Fair boards to all students in the 4th and 5th grade, and also to the students in the younger
grades who requested one.

I would like to thank all the parents and special friends who got up extra early on Valentine’s Day to
come to school at 6:45 a.m. for Special Person Donut Day. We had a good turnout, and hope that those
who came enjoyed the donuts, milk or coffee we had on hand. Thank you to Carrie Dietze and her
volunteers for planning, organizing and getting up EARLY to make sure we had donuts and coffee at
school by 6:30 a.m. Starbucks donated their coffee to us—so please remember them when you need a
cup of joe.

We had to postpone our General PTA meeting on February 1st and move it to the 15th due to the ice
storm that arrived the morning of the 1st. (Maybe since February came in like a lion, it will leave us
with beautiful weather?) At the General PTA meeting, we elected a Nominating Committee which will
work on nominating our PTA Officers for the next school year. Thank you to Sherri Arvin, Heather
Brown, Alice Brumback, Carrie Dietze, Poornima Poondi, Sharmeela Saulsberry and Carrie
Ziegelbein for volunteering to serve on this committee. Another item of business that evening was to
present and vote on budget amendments. These amendments were necessary to cover unexpected
expenses for additional Science Fair boards for our students, and for the PTA Life Member banquet
that was held February 11th. We also asked the Membership to use funds from our reserve cash
account (if necessary) instead of having to hold a Spring fundraiser. I am happy to report that these
budget amendments passed unanimously. Thank you to our Treasurer, Susan Schwartz, for managing
our budget! Finally, the evening was capped off with an energetic musical and athletic presentation
from our fantastic 3rd graders! A special thanks to Mr. Britt, Coach Kool, Coach Koch and Ms. Ross
for all of the time and effort expended on getting your students prepared for this performance.

In March we will host Cultural Diversity Week. Throughout the week, your students will have the
opportunity to learn about many of the cultures that are represented at our school. Our PE teachers will
introduce games that are played around the world. Our art teacher will have the students create art that
is representative of other cultures, and the children will have the opportunity on Monday to dress in
their native dress. It is a fun week, and we would love to have you volunteer either during the Parade
of Nations on Monday, or on Friday for the Carnival of Games around the World. If you are (or used
to be) an international Cricket player, an Australian Rules football player, a Mexican FIFA player, or a
Sumo wrestler, we would love to showcase your skills. Please see the article in this newsletter for
more information on how to sign up to volunteer to help make this a great week for our students.

I hope that everyone has a safe, fun, and memorable Spring Break!
Susan Valesano
PTA President (972-473-8095)
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\O From the Principal...

Dear Barksdale Community,

The Barksdale Science Fair was a resounding success thanks to
the efforts of Kristi Alexander, science fair chairperson. We also
want to thank the classroom teachers and parents for their help,
the students who participated, and those who served as judges.
We appreciate your willingness to make this event

possible.

While the format changed, we had a tremendous Donuts and
Special Persons breakfast on February 14, 2011. Thank you to
Carrie Deitze for organizing and publicizing this event. It was
great to see so many dads attend. A special thanks to the teach-
ers who came in to meet and greet students, parents and special
friends.

Friendship Week Activities were also a huge success! The
Friendship Party on Valentine’s Day was the highlight of the
week. Thank you to the parents who planned and attended the
parties. Thanks also to the teachers who helped with supervision
and activities.

As we enter the second semester, the word “testing” is heard
more frequently. The topic of testing can create stress in every
family. While we may argue the pros and cons of testing at the
elementary level, like it or not, testing is likely to remain a part of
your child’s life for the rest of his or her school career. It is
important to approach the topic with an attitude of success for
your children. By downplaying their necessity and importance,
you run the risk of making tests seem unimportant to your
children. If a test is not important, then why try?

Remember these steps to help your child prepare for any test:

® Be sure your child has a well-balanced breakfast on test day.

® Be sure he or she arrives at school in plenty of time on test
day, as on every day.

® Make sure your child attends school regularly. Time spent in
class is time spent learning.

® Ask your child daily about what he or she is learning, and
review schoolwork together.

® | earn and use a new word every week.

® Send brand new pencils with your child on test day. There is
something special about a new pencil.
Be positive about your child’'s success!

Children who show symptoms of test anxiety should be
encouraged to relax and simply write what they know on the test.
It is important for parents and teachers to praise him or her for
knowing correct answers. Genuine praise can go a long way in
helping a student break out of anxiety over test taking.

Our fourth graders will also take the TAKS Writing Test on March
1, 2011. This fourth grade test cannot be made up. If possible,
please do not schedule appointments on this important day. Fifth
grade students will take the TAKS math test on April 4, 2011 and
the reading on April 5, 2011. Additional state testing will take
place later in the spring. Please choose a day other than testing
days to have lunch with your child.

The results of these tests will determine the rating Barksdale
receives on the Academic Excellence Indicator System. We know
that with the support of home and school, our students can and
will be successful on our state assessments.

Happy Trails!

Pamela K. Murroy

Barksdale’s PTA Volunteer
of the Month “VOM”

Barksdale PTA

Congratulations to Poornima Poondi! Poornima is our
February volunteer of the month. She has been our library
chairperson for the last two school years. She has been a
huge help to Mrs. Edwards and has done a great job getting
volunteers organized for our library. You will find
Poornima in our library, in the front office and in the 2nd
grade hallway volunteering each week. She is always
willing to help with any project. Poornima has held the
front office chairperson position and has been a grade level
coordinator and homeroom parent as well. Poornima has
been a part of our PTA for over 6 years. She has a 2nd
grader, Govardhan, in Mrs. Smith’s classroom and an older
son at Renner. Enjoy your parking spot for the month of
March. We appreciate your time and all of your hard work.

The Barksdale Yearbook Committee
needs your photos!

We are in need of 1st day of
school, Howdy Week, Fall Family
Festival and any other photos
from field trips or special school
events. Due to the resolution,
photos taken with phones do not
work with our yearbook
computer program.

Please forward any photos to Denise Stavely at
yearbook@barksdalepta.org. You can also drop off any
CDs at the school and place them in the yearbook folder
inside the PTA work area.
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Mark your calendars for the
Spring Book Fairl
April 11-15
Barksdale Library

PLUS

Newspapers with Dad
Tuesday, April 12
7:00-7:45 a.m.

Newspaper, coffee, shopping with your
child . . . what better way to start the

day?!

If you’d like to volunteer contact Carrie Ziegelbein at
bookfair@barksdalepta.org

Teacher Treats is Wednesday March 8th.
If you are interested in volunteering
please email Stephany Pencsak at

appreciation@barksdalepta.org

We will need volunteers for desserts,
drinks and more. Thank you for your
continued support. The teachers and staff
truly appreciate the treats.

Barksdale
, ' School Store SQ
T -F 7:30 - 7:45 a.m.

4

There are many new items at the School Store! We have fun
merchandise like cute pens and good-smelling erasers as well as
essential school supplies like folders, notebooks and glue. Do
you need to replenish your student’s school supplies? Well then
come and shop at our store; the children can do the shopping
themselves and the PTA benefits as well. The School Store will
be open Tuesday through Friday
7:30-7:45 a.m., just outside the cafeteria doors. Should you have
any questions, don’t hesitate to contact Maria Ruiz at
store(@barksdalepta.org.
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Cultural Diversity Week is coming to
Barksdale!

Monday, March 21-Friday, March 25, 2011
Presented by your Barksdale PTA

What games are played around the world? How many variations
are there to Hopscotch? Did chess originate in the United States? Our Broncos will find the
answers to these questions and many more...

We will kick off Cultural Diversity Week on Monday, March 21, with daily broadcasts on
Good Morning Barksdale, followed by our annual Parade of Nations. This is an indoor
parade, which follows the tradition of the Olympics, and provides children with the
opportunity to share their heritage with the school. A flag and sign will be provided for each
country that is represented by students at Barksdale. Students may choose to dress in clothes
native to their country of origin as well.

Our coaches, counselors, music teacher and art teacher will focus on international activities
throughout the week, along with some sports-related speakers.

On Friday morning, during our colorful Carnival, we will play games from all over the world.
Our grand finale will be a performance by the Alpine Dance Group during our assembly on
Friday afternoon.

Come and be a part of our wonderful activities by volunteering at one of these events. If you

are interested in volunteering or having your child participate in the Parade of Nations, please
complete the form on the reverse and send it in to your teacher. For more information, please

contact Sharmeela Saulsberry at diversity(@barksdalepta.org

To volunteer you must have completed the background check located on the PISD website.
Please allow 10 days for your application to process.
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Games Around the World
Presented by: Barksdale PTA
Cultural Divcrsitg Week Sig””UP Sheet

March 21-March 25, 2011

Come and help out at the celebration of the diversity of
our Barksdale Broncos.

If you would like your child to participate in the Parade of Nations or if you would like to
volunteer for the Parade of Nations, Carnival of Games Around the World, or other related
activities, please complete the form below. For further information contact Sharmeela
Saulsberry at diversity@barksdalepta.org.

Please fill out and return the portion below to your child's tead¥lardy4, 2011

Cultural Diversity Week Sigp Sheet

For the Parade (Monday, March 21)

Child’s name:

Grade: Teacher:

My child will join the Parade of Nations: Country:

For Parent Volunteers

Parent’s name:

Phone: Best time to contact:

E.mail:

| can help at the Parade of Nations on Monday morning (March 21):

| can create a booth for the Carnival (March 25): Country:

| do not want to participate with a booth but | have games: Country:

| can help at the Carnival on Friday morning (March 25), 7:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.:

| can help out with the setup cleanup
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Thanks to all faculty, parents and students who woke up early on
February 14th for Special Person Donut Day!

Calling all Barksdale Authors...
| t0s Bronco Press T

Take advantage of this great opportunity to write a story, illustrate it, and have it published through the
Bronco Press! Your book can be on any subject, fiction or non-fiction and is limited only by your imagination.

The deadline for all submissions is April 21, 2011.

Recognition of all Bronco Press authors will be on Monday, May 23.

All the instructions and templates can be found on the PTA website, www.barksdalepta.org.
Download Bronco Press Instructions and the Bronco Press Template under the “Events and Programs”
section.

Have questions? Contact Nikki Young or Angie Sifferman, Bronco Press Coordinators, at press@barksdalepta.org.




In Conjunction with Cultural Diversity Week
March Outreach
will support BuildOn!

BuildOn empowers people and transforms lives by partnering after -school service
programs in the U.S. with communities in developing countries to build schools.

Barksdale Heroes
Please help our International friends by donating any of the following:

Non-perishable snack items Postage Stamps
Paper plates and bowls Pens/markers
Plastic utensils and cups Colored copy paper
Trash bags Legal pads/spirals
Art paint Board games

Basketballs, footballs, volleyballs, soccer balls

1%

A 4

THANK YOU
BARKSDALE HEROES!

Our Barksdale Heroes donated over 55 pairs of
jeans for homeless teens and pre -teens!
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" 8l The 2011 Barksdale Science Fair was a huge success. Students and parents put in a lot o
3l hard work and it showed with over 150 amazing entries this year.
qAnd here are the winnersé

Kindergarten:

1% Placei Bridget Hill

2" Placei Sahil Dalal

3" Placei Sibelle Zambie

1** Grade:

1% Placei Samantha Goodman

2" Placei Stafford Tippen

3" Placei Bryce Anderson & Grant Robbins
Honorable Mentioni Katherine Patterson & Alex Peng

2" Grade:

1% Placei Varun Trivedi

2" Placei Jessica Ouyang

3" Placei Carly Johnson

Honorable Mentioni Annah Verbeck, Griffyn Young &

Govardhan Poondi %

3" Grade:

1% Place & Grand Prize for Grades 13 i Lily Finetto
2" Placei Walker Cline

3" Placei Megha Khuntia & Rose Coggan
Honorable Mentioni Julia Zlomke & Josef Furman

4" Grade:

1% Placei Trisztan Tari

2" Placei Mark Heilner
3" Placei Alex Dekelbaum
Honorable Mentioni Minson Choi, Eve Dauber, Emma
Young, Cian McGuire, Ryan Zambie & Emma Lochaby

5% Grade:

1% Place & Grand Prize for Grades 45 i Will Connally

2" Placei Ryan Tolsch

3" Placei Mallory Chance

Honorable Mentioni Cody Duggan, Ben Enoch, Brennen
Duggan, Michael Fass & Paige Hynes

We would |like to say thank you to everyone who partici
A special thank you to Kristi Alexander as the teacher in charge this year, Alice Brumback for providing refreshments
and to all of our judges:

Sumitra Kandula, Jackie Monteilh, Bob Spry, Charles Carr, Gary Cook, Brandi Taylor, Steve Kriss, Jim Steinert, Elisa
Miller, Sue Miller, Jasbir Dalal, Pat Murphey, Richard Durrett.
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Enjoy an evening out with friends and
family and help your school at the
same time!!

ey R @,

@ Chick-fil-A on March 8 &
@ Yogurtville on March 31 yogur‘t
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Help Save Texas School Libraries

Texas school libraries need your help. As part
of Texas PTA's effort to educate the whole
child, we know how important it is to ensure
that all our students have access to quality
school library programs.

As you watch the state and local news, you
know that many hard budgeting decisions are
being made during this

challenging time. Unfortunately, many school
library programs—programs that have proven
and longstanding importance to student educa-
tion—are being cut. School librarians, who are
key in teaching students research, information
literacy, and reading, are being asked to cover
multiple campuses (leaving school with only
part-time school library programs) or are being
cut altogether.

We need your action to help save Texas school
library programs.

State Level

Please contact your legislators and let them
know that school libraries are critical to your
child's success.

To send an email to your state representative or
state senator, click on Librarians ARE

Teachers and scroll down the page for an email
form with taking points you can use. (For more
information on school libraries, see school
libraries and librarians are important.)

Students need access to quality school
library programs and research materials, such
as the K-12 Database Program, which has be
zeroed out in funding.

Please let legislators know that school
librarians ARE teachers. School librarians
instruct students every day and work with
teachers to help students meet curriculum

requirements. Certified librarians hold a
master's degree and must have a least two years
of classroom teaching experience. Current
definitions of instructional staff do not account
for the work of our state's school librarians.
Local Level

At the local level, please talk with school board
members and administrators about the impor-
tance of protecting school library programs and
ensuring libraries are staffed with certified
school librarians.

Send email and letters to district board mem-
bers and administrators about the value parents
place on strong school library programs.

Thank you for your commitment to a quality
education for all children. Parents are the
ultimate voice for student success.

CLASS SIZE

No doubt the topic of class size is
on the minds of parents, educators
and legislators. That is why Texas
PTA feels it is important we com-
municate with our members so that
you know where our association
stands on this issue.

Texas PTA's first legislative prior-
ity is:

Pursue an adequate and equitable
solution for school funding while
maintaining accountability and
responsibility for educating the
whole child.

This Texas Legislative Session is
shaping up to exceed the dire pre-
dictions about budget shortfalls we
have been hearing about for the
last 6 months. The base budgets
released by the Texas Senate and
theTexas House of Representa-
tives illustrate quite clearly the
consequences to public education,
to services for our most vulnerable
Texans, and to the on-going main-
tenance of our state's infrastructure
of a $26.8 billion shortfall.

Most of us are hopeful that these 2
versions of the budget are a "floor"
rather than a ceiling, and that poli-
cymakers will come together to
find solutions that will enable us to
lessen the impact to Texas citizens.
Even with all lawmakers working
together and a combination of fee
increases, loophole closings, busi-
ness tax adjustments, and use of

part of the rainy day fund, we will
likely see cuts to public education.

How will this impact Texas chil-
dren? Once the money is sent to
districts, the decisions about how
to use it will be made at the local
level. Mandates on school districts
influence some of these decisions,
but your voice will be needed to
help direct your school board and
administrators so that they main-
tain the focus on our children,
making cuts and adjustments as far
removed from students as possible.

Texas PTA supports smaller class
sizes for students in elementary
grades. While there is no specific,
single class size that automatically
guarantees success for students, we
know that smaller classes generally
lead to greater student achieve-
ment, especially when paired with
quality instruction and parent in-
volvement.

Texas PTA understands that these
are tough budget times and that we
are all being asked to tighten our
belts. While Texas PTA is fighting
to maintain current funding levels,
unless something dramatic hap-
pens, it is likely that school dis-
tricts will receive less state funding
for the next 2 years than they re-
ceived for the current 2 year
budget cycle. It will be the task of
local school boards and admini-
strations, with parent input, to

decide how to allocate fewer
dollars.
Texas PTA has considered its posi-
tion on class size caps within the
context of the current budget cri-
sis and Texas PTA's goal is to
educate the whole child. It is im-
possible to look only at class size;
Texas PTA must consider what
may happen to fine arts classes and
secondary class sizes, for example,
if school districts do not have some
flexibility, within tightly drawn
parameters, to adjust to reduced
funding.
There are many ideas being con-
sidered that will give school dis-
tricts greater flexibility when they
are faced with budgeting for the
next 2 years with fewer dollars. Of
all the unfunded mandates that
districts have, the class size cap of
22-1 is the most costly. Ideas that
legislators are exploring for
"helping" school districts weather
the next 2 years include:
e Doing away with the class
size cap
e  Raising the cap to allow more
than 22 students in a class in
grades K-4

e  Requiring an average of 22
students in grades K-4 on
each campus or on each
district

e A two year moratorium on
class size caps

Texas PTA is opposed to doing

away with class size caps in grades
K-4.

Texas PTA believes any adjust-
ment to the current law must not
do away with class size caps, must
contain a parent notification piece,
and must be very carefully con-
structed to give districts some
flexibility without losing the bene-
fits of smaller class sizes.

Texas PTA expects to be at the
table for any discussions about
adjusting the class size caps and
will fight, if changes are to be
made, to minimize their impact to
students.

Texas' ability to maintain its strong
business and economic climate is
directly tied to its commitment to
the education of its children. In
tough budget times we hope poli-
cymakers will use a scalpel rather
than a buzz saw when considering
budget cuts and revisions to class
size statute.

Texas PTA is a noncommercial,
nonsectarian-nonpartisan organiza-
tion that promotes the welfare of
children and youth. Texas PTA
does not endorse any candidate or
political party.
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1 2 3 4
Spanish Program Read Across Student Council Spirit Day
» America 2.45-3.45 p.m.
4th Grade Writing Chess Program
TAKS
7 8 9 10 11
Spanish Program Spirit Day
Open House .
Teacher Treats 6.00-7.00 p.m. Spirit Assembly 8.15 a.m.
irit Ni KG Western Da
PTA Spitt Mioht @ Grades 5 PACE /
Deadline Early Release @ Noon
14 15 16 17 18
8 - s o2 Spring Break & [0 2 o
21 22 23 24 25
Spirit Day
Cultural Diversity . K-2 Book Club Cultural Diversity Week
Week Parade Spanish Program Assembly @ 1.15 p.m.
@ 8.15a.m.
Grades 35 Report Cards
PTA Board Meeting
@ 10.30 a.m. Chess Program
28 29 30 31
Reading Ambassador
Week Spanish Program 3-5 Book Club
PTA Spirit Night @ PTA General
Yogurtville Meeting @ 6.30 p.m.

This newsletter is published on a monthly basis by the Barksdale PTA. All correspondence, submissions and
suggestions should be directed to the Editor at communications@barksdalepta.org. All Barksdale families are
eligible to receive copies of the newsletter. The electronic editions for the 2010-2011 school year are
available online at www.barksdalepta.org.




