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Dear Barksdale Families,

| walked outside this morning to walk my daughter Megan to the bus stop. | didn’'t have far
to go since the school bus stops right in front of my house. © It was still dark at 7:03 a.m.,
but it was warm, the birds were chirping, the wind was whipping, and | could smell the fresh
scent of pollen. | love Spring! The PTA has a few activities planned for April that will entice
you to come to school and visit or meet some new families and friends.

The week of April 11th is our Spring Book Fair. Carnival is the theme—and our Book Fair Chairman
Carrie Ziegelbein has been planning and orchestrating a fun week for all. On Tuesday the 12th, we will
host Dailies with Dads. All dads are invited to come at 7 a.m. and browse the Book Fair while enjoying
coffee and a newspaper. Attendees have a chance to enter a drawing for two courtside Mavs tickets,
with parking, for the last regular season game on April 13th! You don’t want to miss out on this awe-
some opportunity to spend quality time with your child and instill in them a love of reading!

On Thursday, April 14th, we invite ALL families to our Family Picnic. Bounce houses, climbing wall, DJ,
dancing, cake walk, hula hoop contests, and tile painting are all on the agenda. Don'’t forget a picnic
blanket or chairs and a meal for your family! The Book Fair will stay open late this evening (until 7 p.m.),
so if you don’t have a chance to come browse the Book Fair during the day, here is a perfect opportu-
nity to pick up some summer reading material, and help the PTA at the same time.

April 21st marks the deadline for all our budding writers to turn in a finished Bronco Press masterpiece.
All students who write a story will have their work bound and presented to them at a special recognition
ceremony in May. Many previous Barksdale students “bequeath” their completed books to the
Barksdale library for all to enjoy. Templates for Bronco Press can be found at:
http://www.barksdalepta.org/events programs/its_bronco_pres/

As you are aware, the state is facing a severe budget crisis. The Texas PTA’s position is that funding
for public education should be a priority of the state’s legislators, and that cutting funding for public edu-
cation is not acceptable. The sad truth is that public education funding is in the process of being drasti-
cally reduced. | will continue to work with Mrs. Murray to find ways that the PTA can help the school
using funds left unspent from previous years. Any items identified will be presented to all our PTA mem-
bers and will be voted upon before funds are allocated. Last year, we helped the school purchase over
$5,000 worth of periodicals, books and listening stations for the school. | thank you for your continued
generosity of time, talents, and treasures.

As always, feel free to contact me with any ideas or questions you might have.
Stop and take time to smell the flowers and read to your child.

Susan Valesano (PTA President, 972-473-8095)

Inside This

Kindergarten Round-Up
Please note the new date for KG Round-Up is Friday, April 8, 9-11 a.m. and 1-3 p.m.
Parents of children who will be 5 on or before September 1, can register their incoming
Kindergartners at this time. If you have a neighbor with an incoming Kindergartner, please let them
know about this event.
Parents will need to bring the following documents:
Proof of Residency (current gas or electric bill or lease agreement); Certified Birth Certificate; Social
Security Card (if available); Immunization Record (signed or stamped by a physician or clinic); and
Parent's or Legal Guardian's Drivers License.
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\O From the Principal...

Dear Barksdale Community:

Throughout the school year, we have worked to ensure the success of all of our students. This goal cannot
be achieved without a partnership between the school and the home. In a past issue of “Building Strong
Families,” research from the U.S. Department of Education analyzed student success-or failure-in school.
The conclusion: “The family is critical to success in school.” This is true regardless of family income or par-
ents’ level of education. In Benjamin Bloom’s landmark study, Developing Talent in Young People, the home
environment was critical in helping people who had gained world-class levels of accomplishment to achieve
excellence. The families in the research shared several characteristics:

They were hardworking.

They believed in doing one’s best—whatever the task.
They believed that everyone, including children, should use time productively and should set goals.

They emphasized self-discipline.

Success is possible for all of our students, and as a team, we can raise prize-winning mathematicians, world
-renowned scientists, Olympic swimmers, and children who succeed in still unknown fields. Thank you for
the opportunity to work with your family to achieve this goal for your children.

Happy Trails!

Pamela K. Murray

Barksdale’s PTA Volunteer
of the Month “VOM”

Barksdale PTA

Congratulations to Sharmeela Saulsberry! Sharmeela is
our March volunteer of the month. Sharmeela has been
a part of our PTA for 5 years. You will find her in the
front office and in the 2nd grade hallway volunteering
each week. She is always willing to volunteer to help
with any event or project. Sharmeela has been our
Diversity Chairperson for the past two years. She has
single-handedly changed our program and made it
bigger and better. Her efforts have not gone unnoticed.
Sharmeela has a 2nd grader, Dillon, in Mrs. Smith’s
classroom and a 4th grader, Sean, in Mrs. Pope’s class.
Enjoy your parking spot for the month of April. We
appreciate your time and all of your hard work.

JOIN THE PTA BOARD

The PTA is in need of a some great volunteers to fill
open Board positions for the next school year. If you
have been waiting for that perfect opportunity,
please let this serve as your personal invitation to
join the Board and help the school, teachers and
students of Barksdale. We could use people to head
up the following areas:

Membership, Spirit Night, School Store, Reading
Ambassadors, Cultural Diversity, Field Day, and
Environmental.

If you have an interest in any of these areas but
want more information about responsibilities
and time commitment, please contact
Susan Valesano at 972-473-8095,
or president@barksdalepta.org
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Book Fair Carnival

YOUR TICKET
_TO READ!

Hurry, hurry, step right up!

“Book Fair Carnival — Your Ticket to Read” is the best show in town!

April 12-15, 2012
Barksdale Library
Our Spring Book Fair will provide an exCiting atmosphere of great books, thrilling stories, and rip-roaring fun.
We hope you will join us ahd choose books for the whole family to enjoy.

Dailies with Dad
Tuesday, April 12
7:00 - 7:40 a.m.
Students and their fathers (or grandfathers, Very Important Persons, etC.) are invited to enjoy a Cup of
Coffee, grab a complimentary hewspaper, ahd do some Clowning around at the book fair. There will be a

special door prize drawing, TWO TICKETS ¢ PARKING PASS TO THE SPURS VS. MAVERICKS GAME
ON WEDNESDAY:.: APRIL 13, to add to the excitement!

Everyone is welcome to browse the Book Fair in the Barksdale Library throughout the week, as well as during
the PTA Spring Picnic oh Thursday, April 2¢. Te're open ‘til 7:00 p..m that day so shopping is as easy as a pie
in the face!

One For Books Charitable Program
We will be collecting loose change and dollar donations to buy books for the (Jnited Through Reading
Military Progratm. So come onhe, come all, ahd help us bring joy to military children whose parents are
deployed overseas. It’s funbelievably simple with our One for Books progra!

We hope you will join us at the Book Fair CarniVal. Readers of all ages will walk away with the
grahdest prize of all: a lifelonhg love of reading!

If you'd like to volunteer, please contact Carrie Ziegelbein at bookfair@barksdalepta.org



mailto:bookfair@barksdalepta.org

Spring has Spruang!
Come join all Barksdale families at the annual
Spring Picnic!
Thursday, April 14th, 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Justin the DJ will be rockin’ some tunes for the Cakewalk and the
rock climbing wall will be sky high for all who dare!
Bounce houses and tile painting will be available
to you as well.

The book fair will be in full swing this night so
don’t forget your $$9$, blankets, chairs, cameras
& sack dinners.

Please contact Carrie Dietze at:
hospitality@barksdalepta.org to volunteer or to donate cakes.
The cakewalk is always a big hit so many cakes are needed!

Thank youl!




SAVE THE DATE!!
= FIELD DAY 2011

Field Day is approaching fast and we are going to need LOTS of hands on
deck!!! Field Day will be held on Friday, May 7th. Please contact Denise
Stavely if you are able to volunteer the full or half a day. It takes about 60
volunteers to pull this event off. Lunch will be provided for all full day
volunteers. Please make sure you are cleared before volunteering to help.
We look forward to an amazing Field Day! T-shirts will be sold again this
year. We will also keep our colors per grade level the same as last year.
5th graders will wear lime green shirts this year. Order forms will be
available next month.

You can reach Denise at volunteers@barksdalepta.org or you can contact
Carl Tippen, our chairperson, with any questions regarding the event at
fieldday@barksdalepta.org

Calling all
Barksdale Authors...
It’s Bronco Press Time!

Take advantage of this great opportunity to write a story, illustrate it, and have it published through
the Bronco Press! Your book can be on any subject, fiction or non-fiction and is limited
only by your imagination.

The deadline for all submissions is April 21, 2011.
Recognition of all Bronco Press authors will be on Monday, May 23.
All the instructions and templates can be found on the PTA website, www.barksdalepta.org.

Download Bronco Press Instructions and the Bronco Press
Template under the “Events and Programs” section.

Have questions? Contact Nikki Young or Angie Sifferman, Bronco Press Coordinators,
at press@barksdalepta.org.
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Cultural Diversity Week was a huge success!!

Thank You, danke schon, merci, grazie, spasiba, gracias, wa do.

¥ During our week, we had daily Good Morning Barksdale broadcasts by Mrs. Ziegelbein, the Parade of Nations, daily sports related

;'J/ speakers, a Carnival of Games Around the World and a performance by the Alpine Dancers. Our theme this year was Games Around the
World. In our Parade of Nations, we had over a 100 students representing 30 different countries.

A special thanks to our wonderful speakers of the week who took time from their busy work schedules to share their passion with us. Mr. Mike
Laprocido and Mr. Nick Marketos of the Plano Youth Rugby Association represented rugby. The children ran through some rugby drills and had quite a
bit of fun learning to pass the ball behind not ahead! Mr. Bobby Rhine, Manager of Broadcasting and a former player for FC Dallas, represented the
sport of soccer. He shared some valuable insights with us. Lifelong players, Vijay Bolleni and Jeevan Gogineni shared their passion for cricket with us,
and our Coaches played a game for us. Mr. David Odocsin, Director of Junior Golf for Gleneagles showed us some great golf moves.

A great big thank you to Coach Kool for all her hard work in making Cultural Diversity Week a huge success. Our week would not have gone so
well without all your hard work and take-charge-can-do attitude! Sincere thanks to the Specials Staff for putting together a week filled with special art
projects and music as well as helping at all the events. Thank you to Mrs. Murray, all of our wonderful teachers, and the support staff for being so
accommodating and supportive.

To our fantastic volunteers, THANK YOU for your time and dedication. To the ladies that helped with the decorating, the dedicated Moms that
worked hard on putting the booths and games together for the Carnival, the parents and grandparents that volunteered at the Parade of Nations and
Carnival and the clean up crew, THANK YOU. You made this week a very memorable one for the children. THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU. All
of this would not have been possible without you. —Sharmeela Saulsberry (Cultural Diversity Chair)

Here are some comments about Cultural Diversity Week from our history of the sport. My favorite part of the week was when the man who

Broncos: played on FC Dallas came. I learned that it's fun to branch out and try
This week we did cultural diversity week. My favorite part of this week is  things from other countries. I hope the cultural diversity week is the
when the games around the world started. We learned about other cul- same next year.—Tav Ortiz, 57" Grade

tures and their games! I like the China booth because we got to play
Jump Rope and Five Stone! I L.O.V.E Cultural Diversity week!—Teresa This week was international week! We had such a blast! On Monday, we

Lim, 2" Grade had the Parade of Nations! In it, kids represented the country they were
from. It was so interesting to learn facts about each country. We repre-
In international week we did the parade of nations and I was in it. I sented India! Throughout the whole week, Mrs. Saulsberry asked people

learned many different things like games, dances and languages. On Fri-  to come to our school and talk to us about a sport they play. On Monday,
= ! day the Alpine Dancers came and we professionals came to teach us rugby, Tuesday, we learned about soccer,
did games around the world and that Wednesday, we were taught cricket, and on Thursday, we learned more
was fun. I don't now what my favorite  about golf. We learned so much from all the athletes that came to talk to
thing was but I know I'm going to be in us! We also had an assembly from a group of dancers that performed a
the parade of nations next year!!— folk dance, but out of everything we enjoyed the carnival the most! In the

]

Cody Reymond, 2" Grade carnival there were miniature booths from different countries. There were
Chinese jumpropes, mancala, car- ’
The week of March 21-25 our school rom, chess, sticks, and many other
celebrated Cultural diversity week. games. Our favorite part was play-
On Monday we had "Parade of Nations" ing carrom and sticks. We would
where I represented my country India. Throughout the week they had like to thank all the people who
speakers talk about different sports such as rugby, soccer, cricket, and volunteered as well as the athletes!
golf. My favorite part of the week was on Friday, when we played games A special thanks should go to Mrs.
from around the world such as Chinese jump rope, chess, checkers, Saulsberry for organizing all this fun
carom, etc. I learned a lot about rugby, different cultures. It was a fun for us!—Ritu Trivedi and Mansi
week and a chance to learn a lot.—Dhruv Puri, 5*" Grade Parikh, 5" Grade
Diversity week was really cool. My favorite part of diversity week was This past week we had Cultural Diversity week. We had many speakers
when the rugby speakers came because it was interesting and they let us and a carnival. I personally liked the carnival because we got to play
try it—Ryan Zambie, 4™ Grade many games from different countries. My favorite game was Chinese

jump rope.—Lauren Leshefsky, 5" Grade
I had a lot of fun during the Cultural Diversity Week. It was fun for me
because I got to learn a lot of new games that are played in different Last week was International week and we had two assemblies. The first
countries. I learned how to play  assembly had a parade with many countries on Monday. Children from
Rugby, Cricket, Soccer and golf different countries took part in it. They got on stage and said their name
too. Idid not know how to play  and which country they represented. The second assembly on Friday had
some of the games before. I was some children visiting Barksdale. Those children performed German alpine
afl so happy that I got the chance to dances. That Friday morning we also had a carnival of games from around
Pl know about it within one week. I the world in the gym. I enjoyed playing chess, ludo, snakes & ladders,
¥ was also excited to watch the carrom and many other games from around the world. My favorite part of

German dancers and had fun the week was games. We also had some speakers come to school. My

with my friends. Thank you so class heard the golf speaker and I liked it very much. But I wish we could
much. have heard some more speakers. I wanted to listen to the cricket speaker.
—Betel Berhane, 3" Grade Last week I learned about different games around the world.

—Shaan Mehta, 2" Grade
What we did this week was learn about other cultures and the games that
they played. We learned about rugby, soccer, cricket, and golf and the




APRIL OUTREACH
“Bring a Book”

As part of the PTA’s Book Fair, we will be collecting
children’s books to be donated to:

UNITED THROUGH READING
MILITARY PROGRAM

- United Through Reading is a nonprofit organization that helps ease the stress :
. of separation for military families by having deployed service members read
: children books aloud via DVD for their children to watch at home. The :
donated book is sent along with the DVD so the child can read along. They
accept donations of new or gently used children’s books.

Thanks Barksdale Heroes!

PTA SPIRIT NIGHTS!

April 22
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: Enjoy an evening out
. with friends and family and help your
: school at the same time!!
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@ Mooyah Burger on April 12
@ Yogurtville on April 25
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Barksdale Cares! About Our Environment

Below is a Recycle flyer from the City of Plano showing what is recyclable and what is
not. With Earth Day just around the corner, let's make an extra effort o Reduce, Reuse and
Recycle for a better community and a better future for everyone.

It's the small changes that make a big difference.

All #1 through #7 Plastics
Aceptamos los numeros 1..7

" Newspapers
Periadicos

Corrugated Cardboard
Cajas de Carton

Wax-coated Paper
Drink Containers
Recipientes de Papel
Paper Towels, Facial Tissue  Encerado para Bebidas

and Toilet Tissue

Toallas de Papel, Papel de
Seda y Papel Higienico

Hasﬁ& ring I
Popotes de Plastico Articulos de Papel para Servir la Comida

Paper Serving Items

RECICLE

Glass Bottles, Containers and Dishes
Botellas, Envases y Platos de Vidrio

Cartoncillo Gris
(por ejemnplo, las cajas de cereal)

Mixed Paper
Papel Mixto

Plastic Utensils
Enseres de Plastico

N

Embalaje Plastico y
Papel de Aluminio

& (D P

Plastic and Styrofoam
Food Containers
Recipientes para Alimentos
de Plastico y de Espuma
de Poliestireno

Plastic Bags

Aluminum, Steel and Tin Containers

Latas de Aluminio, Acero y Estafo

Telephone Books,
Magazines and Catalogs
Directorics Telefonicos,
Revistas y Catalogos

Recycling
works for Plano W

‘www.planocommercialrecycling.com

Styrofoam Plates
and Cups

Platos y Tazas de Espuma
de Poliestireno

R
Slyrofoam Pwnuts
Espuma de Poliestireno

Bolsas de Plastico




Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1

Spirit Day
Chess Program

Drama Kids Program

5 8
4 6 7 Spirit Day
5th Grade TAKS Spanish Program Kindergarten Round -Up
(Math)
5th Grade TAKS Chess Program
(Reading) Drama Kids Program
11 12 13 14 15
Spirit Day
PTA Spirit Night @
Mooyah Burger Drama Kids Program
Book Fair
18 19 20 21 22
. Bronco Press No School
PTA Board Meeting Deadline
@ 9.30 a.m.
5th Grade Choir
Concert
25 26 27 28 29
PTAYSpirittN_:Ight @ 3rqrfir|]<ds4t|\r)| Ci-rr]ade 3rd and 4th Grade | 5th Grade TAKS Spirit Day
ogurtviiie (Math) TAKS (Reading) (Science)

Chess Program

Drama Kids Program

This newsletter is published on a monthly basis by the Barksdale PTA. All correspondence, submissions and
suggestions should be directed to the Editor at communications@barksdalepta.org. All Barksdale families are
eligible to receive copies of the newsletter. The electronic editions for the 2010-2011 school year are
available online at www.barksdalepta.org.




